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Answer any FIVE questions. 

Each answer should not exceed 300 words. 

Each answer carries 7 marks. 
(5 × 7 = 35 Marks) 

 
1. Analyse the content mastery from the lesson “Seventeen oranges” from the 

IXth std English text book. 

2. Describe and deliver the message of the below poem “on killing a Tree”. 

It takes much time to kill a tree, 
Not a simple Job of the knife 
Will do it.  It has grown 
Slowly consuming the earth, 
Rising out of it, feeding  
Upon its crust, absorbing 
Years of sunlight, air, water, 
And out of its leprous hide 
Sprouting leaves 

So hack and chop 
But this alone won’t do it. 
Not so much pain will do it. 
The bleeding bark will heal 
And from close to the ground 
Will rise curled green twigs, 
Miniature boughs 
Which if unchecked will expand again 
To former size. 
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3. Elaborate the story of the supplementary “Mother’s voice” from the IX std 
English text book. 

4. Fill in the blanks with appropriate modals : 

 (will / shall, would /should, can / could, may / might, ought to) 

 Milk is a nutritious food enriched with vitamins and proteins.  We 
___________ take milk regularly so that we ___________ not develop 
deficiencies in our body.  Aged persons, children and patients ___________ 
take milk in sufficient quantities as it provides strength to their body.  We 
___________ supplement it with fruits, vegetables and pulses for proper 
growth of the body.  But we ___________ consume milk of good quality.  
Otherwise it _________ cause harm to the body.  We ___________ be very 
careful while selecting our food items because there are chances that these 
___________ be adulterated.  We ___________ protect our health. 

5. Give examples for the following tenses. 

 (a) Simple present 

 (b) Present continuous 

 (c) Past tense 

 (d) Past continuous 

 (e) Present perfect 

 (f) Past perfect 

6. Analyse content mastery of “making visible the Invisible” prose from the  
Xth std English text book. 

7. Write the correct verb form of the followings : 

 (a) Veeran cleaned / had been cleaning the room since morning. 

 (b) Kannan had been looking / have been looking for a job for a long time. 

 (c) The cat had been waiting / was waiting for the mice to come out of its 
hole. 

 (d) We worked / had been working in the city for ten years before we moved 
to the village. 

 (e) Ezhil baked / had been baking a cake when they came. 
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