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1. Read the passage and answer the following questions: 

 

(5   2 = 10) 

        Some stamp collections, instead of collecting all the stamps of every country, 

concentrate on one kind of stamp, regardless of the country it comes from. Some  

collect stamps of famous scientists; others make a collection of stamps picturing 

famous landmarks. For the beginner, one of the best collections of this kind is a 

collection of stamps showing birds or animals. You can collect a caribou from 

Newfoundland, a tiger from Malaya, a koala - bear from Australia, a llama from 

Peru or a hippopotamus from Liberia. On a stamp from Western Australia you 

might find a black swan, on one from North Borneo a Cockatoo, on one from 

Papua a bird of Paradise or on a stamp from Guatemala you might see the picture 

of the quetzal bird. In Asian and African countries the camel has its picture most 

common animal figuring on stamps; but in desert countries the camel has its 

picture more frequently on stamps, as it is the most important means of transport 

in those areas. 

Questions: 

1. How are some stamp collectors different? 

2. What is the best stamps collection for the beginners? 

3. What is the idea revealed by the camel's picture on a stamp from 
dessert countries? 

4. Which word in the passage means ̀ focus all attention'? 

5. Where can we collect a Koala - bear stamp from? 
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2. Write a summary of the following passage: (10) 

    
        Success is a matter of laws and we are referring to the laws of nature, change 

is nature’s law. We are either moving forward or we are going backward. We are 
either creating or disintegrating. There is no status quo. 

       A seed, if it is not planted in the earth to create, disintegrates. Change is 

inevitable. It is going to happen whether you like it or not. All progress is change 
but all change is not progress. We must evaluate change and accept, it only if it 
makes sense. Acceptance without evaluation amounts to conforming behaviour, a 
sign of lack of confidence and low – self-esteem. 

       There is a lot to be said about tradition. Growth for the sake of growth is the 
philosophy of a cancerous cell. It is negativity spreading all over. That is not 
growth, that is destruction. Growth, in order to be meaningful must be positive. 
Success is not a matter of luck, but of laws. 

 

3. Complete following letter by supplying the missing words: 

 

 (10) 

 
        25, Race Course Road, 

       Guindy 

       Chennai 
       20th March 2013. 

Respected Sir, 
                     I am ______ from a severe ______ of fever which renders me quite to 
______ attend the school. I ______ therefore that you ______ kindly ______ leave for 

a week. 
                    I ______ produce the medical certificate when I ______ the school.  
                   Thanking you 

Yours __________ 
C. Ravi 

To 
The Principal 
Saint Pauls Hr. Sec. School 
Vepery 

Chennai – 600 007. 
 

4. (a) Rearrange the following jumbled sentences in logical  
         sequence: 

 

 (10) 

 It was late when she started to walk back home 

Her dog went with her. 
The dog reached home and made sign for its master to follow it 
One day farmer’s wife set out to do some shopping in a town 
The woman could not see the road well, so she fell and broke her leg 
He brought her back safely to their home. 

The farmer thought that his wife must have had an accident. 
On the way a storm began. 
He followed the dog and found his wife. 
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    (b)  Form FIVE new words with the help of prefixes given  

          below: 

 

 (5) 

 
re______, Mother______, faith_______, dis_______ anti_______, 

(a) ful  (b) hood (c) aircraft  (d) sake  (e) locate   (f) cover 

 
    (c) Form FIVE new words with the help of the suffixes given  
        below: 

 (5) 

 
  ________ship,  ______come, _____theist, _____ate, ______let,  

(a) dictator  (b) a   (c) doctor  (d) pay  (e) be  (f) leaf 

 
 
     (d) Complete the following dialogue using meaningful  
         sentences:  

(5) 

Manager You say you brought the towel from this shop do you have the receipt? 

Customer  _________ No 9671 dated _________ 

Manger: Perhaps you gave it for a wash and _________ 

Customer: _________ brand new _________ 

Manager: It that so? Then _________ 

Customer Don’t mind paying _________ 

Manager: All right, I will prepare a fresh bill and take back the damaged one in 
exchange for the new one. 

Customer: Thank you. 

 
5. Write an essay on any ONE of the following topics in about  
    100 words: 

 
(10) 

a) My Hobbies. 

b) Students and Politics. 

c) Advertisement and its uses. 

 
6. Write an essay on any ONE of the following proverbs in about 200  

    words: 

 

(10) 

a) Hard work never fails. 

b) Birds of the same feather flock together. 

c) Rolling stone gathers no moss. 
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7. Make meaningful sentences by combining the sentence  

    beginning in Column ‘A’ with the ending in Column ‘B’: 

 

(5) 

 
  A  B 

1. We must listen a. a new car 

2. He was seen b. around the building 

3. I have c. While the sun shines 

4. Make hay d. to others words 

5. The searched e. on the road 
 

%%%%%%%  


