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1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions    (5 × 3 = 15) 
 

 The Old Bailey in the 1780 was a gloomy, unhappy cruel place; a court of law 
where harsh laws condemned even minor offenders to terrible punishments. It was a 

dangerous place also, where even judges could catch a fever from a prisoner brought 
from an unhealthy prison, and die within a few days. 

 There, one March morning five years after the events already recorded, Mr. 

Lorry of Tellson's,Bank (with Jerry as his messenger) waited with Dr. Manette and 
Miss Manette to be called as witnesses in a treason trial.  

 The prisoner was a young man of about twenty-five, Charles Darnay. He was 

tall and handsome, plainly dressed in dark grey, with his dark hair tied back in a 
ribbon. Though no one in the court had any doubt that he would be found guilty and 
condemned to a cruel death, the young man watched all that went on with a grave  
interest. Only when his eye rested on Dr. Manette and his daughter did his 

expression change. 

 Dr. Manette, no longer the feeble and bewildered shoe maker of Paris, sat 
beside his daughter and held her hand. So clearly did her face show pity for the 

prisoner and her horror of the scene, that all the onlookers felt sorry for her, 
especially as she and her father had been called as witnesses against the prisoner.  

a) What does Dickens means Old Bailey was a ̀ gloomy and unhappy cruel place'? 

b) How do judges catch the fever and meet their end unfortunately? 

c) Why was Charles Darnay imprisoned? 

d) How did Dr.Manette became a shoe maker in Paris? 

e) What is the role of Lorry in this trail case? 

 
2. Write the summary of the following passage:                 (15) 

 

 Nothing proves our reverence of habit more conclusively than the importance 

we attach to frifles of etiquette. We live in a world in which it would be possible for a 
man to ruin his career by the wrong disposition of his napkin at lunch. If he tucked it 
in at his neck he would to many people seem as odd as if he spread it on the crown of 
his head or wrapped it round his feet. A human being who left a spoon in a cup of tea 

would similarly inspire many of his fellow-creatures with horror. And if he raised a 
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large soup-plate to his lips and made slight, gulping noises as he swallowed the soup, 

there are doors that would be barred to him ever afterwards. He can offend even by 
shaking hands with the wrong hand or in the wrong way, or by wearing in the house  
the hat that he is compelled by custom to wear in the street. Custom obliges him not 
to sit in the drawing room after dinner with his feet on his host's mantelpiece ... If he 

is bored, he dare not go up to his hostess and frankly tell her so. He may not even, i f 
it is too hot, take off his coat and sit in his shirt-sleeves, nor, if he has come in a pair 
of new shoes that are tight or uncomfortable, is he allowed to kick them off and feel 
at his ease. It is better, he tells himself, to endure great sufferings than inflict the  
mild suffering of surprise on others. He must abide by custom, because to most 

people the collapse of custom would seem like the collapse of civilization. And on this 
point, I fancy, most people would seem like the collapse of civilization. And on this 
point, I fancy, most people are right..... Absence of customs would be as inconvenient 
as the absence of roads. 

 
3. Complete the letter by supplying the missing words and rewrite the letter in 

full:                       (10) 

 
From  

 P.Rakesh  

 7, Kumaran Nagar, 
 Erode 

To 

 The Sub-Inspector of Police 
 A1- Police Station 
 Gandhi Nagar 
 Erode. 

........... 

  Sub: Letter regarding two wheeler theft.  

 I want to............ to you, the ............ of my two wheeler, yesterday, I left it on 
the ............ near the ‘Ariya Bhavan’ and went inside the ............to have a ............ I 
came out in fifteen minutes and found my two wheeler missing.  

 My two wheeler is of ............make. It’s  petrol tank is painted ............ It has 
............ head light which is made in Japan.  

 I ............you to trace the same and restore it to me at the earliest.  

  Thanking you,  

        Yours............ 

Erode 
............///       (P.RAKESH) 
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4. (a) Rewrite the jumbled sentences in logical sequence and write in proper  

     order:                       (10) 
i) The little dog was asleep in the room near the fire.  
ii) The papers immediately caught fire and were burnt to ashes.  
iii) Newton had a little dog named ‘Diamond’. One day he was working on 

some problem and after a while he went out of his room.  
iv) A heap of written papers, containing the labours of twenty years, lay on 

the table. 
v) In the absence of Newton, little Diamond rose up, jumped on the table 

and knocked down the lighted candle.  
 

  (b) Form FIVE new words with the help of prefixes and suffixes given  
       below:              (5) 
  

mis  manage ence 

Non commit ful  

-- prefer -- 

in  grate  ment 
un active  -- 

 

  (c) Coin FIVE meaningful words using the suffix ‘ation’ :       (5) 
 

  Eg. (i) Creation    ii) Circulation.  
 

(d) Make FIVE meaningful sentences by combining phrasal verbs in column  
     ‘A’ with ending column ‘B’                                               (5) 

 

A B 

1. We brought up a) New York 

2. He was deaf to b) making friends  

3. The ship was bound for  c) all our request 

4. Never deviate from d) the child tenderly  

5. He has a gift for e) the path of truth 
 

5. Write an essay on any ONE of the following :                 (5) 
 

a) Press in India.  

b) Nuclear power and the Ecological Balance.  

c) Indian Women today.  

 
6. Write an essay on any ONE of the following :                 (5) 
 

a. One man’s meat is another man’s poison.  

b. Haste makes waste. 

c. Youth movement in India.  
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7. Complete the dialogue given below :                  (5) 

 
Rakini: Hello, Vanathy! I haven’t seen you long. Were you unwell? 

Vaanthy: No, I’d been away on a holiday.  

Rakini: Lucky person. Where did you spend the holiday? 

Vaanthy: ........................................................................ 

Rakini: ........................................................................ 

Vaanthy: ........................................................................ 

Rakini: ........................................................................ 

Vaanthy: ........................................................................ 
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